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According to a survey published April 29 by the World Health Organization (WHO), about 200
million people may die of preventable diseases in the 1990s "if the current trend continues." Many
could be saved, said the report, if more resources were invested in health care. The survey indicated
that of the 50 million people dying worldwide from all causes every year, 14.5 million are children
under age five in developing countries. The report said, "More than 8,000 children die each day
because they are not immunized, almost 11,000 a day die of dehydration caused by diarrhea, and
about 8,000 a day of pneumonia." WHO reported that 7.5 million children's lives could saved every
year if all children were immunized and provided medication for dehydration and pneumonia at
a cost of $2.5 billion per annum. The report did not include the amount currently spent on such
immunization and medical assistance. One million to 2 million deaths every year are attributed to
Hepatitis B, a liver infection. Hepatitis B is listed as the most prevalent disease worldwide. WHO
estimates that more than 2 billion people, or about 40% of the world population, are infected with
the virus, HBV. The infection, said WHO, is now preventable "with a safe and effective vaccine."
Victims of ascariasis and hookworm, intestinal parasitic infections, number between 1.4 to 1.6
million. The biggest single killer 12 million per year is cardiovascular diseases. The next most
important causes of death world-wide are diarrheal diseases, 5 million; cancer and pneumonia, 4.8
million each; tuberculosis, 3 million; and, chronic lung diseases, 2.7 million. Other major killers are
malaria, with an estimated annual toll of 1 to 2 million deaths; whooping cough, 500,000; and AIDS,
estimated at 200,000. According to WHO, Southeast Asia remains the world's most "unhealthy"
region, where about 40% of 1.2 billion people suffer from malnutrition and diseases ranging from
diarrhea to malaria. Next in the ranking is sub-Saharan Africa, where about 30% of all inhabitants
are ill. About 25% of all inhabitants of South and Central America, said the report, are ill, similar to
North Africa and the Middle East. (Basic data from AP, 04/29/90)
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